
 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL TOWN MEETING held in the NEW MILLENNIUM 
CHAMBER, MANOR HOUSE, CHURCH STREET, LITTLEHAMPTON on 
THURSDAY 31 MARCH 2011 at 6.00PM 
 

Present: Councillors Mrs Bowyer (Town 
Mayor), Belchamber MBE, Botting, 
Buckland, Britton, Mrs Mayer-
Pezhanzki, Mrs Neno, Northeast, 
Walsh, Wiltshire and 43 members of 
the public.  

 
 
 
2010/2011 
 
1. EVACUATION PROCEDURES 
 The evacuation procedures were noted. 
 
2. MOBILE PHONES 

Members were reminded that the use of mobile phones (other than on silent) 
was prohibited at Town Council and Committee meetings. 

 
3. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Councillors Butler, Mrs Caffyn and O’Neill.  
 
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 29th April 2010 were 
confirmed and signed as a true record.  It was noted that Ms Alex Penfold was 
referred to in the minutes as “he” this will be corrected and the Clerk 
apologised for the error. 

 
5. TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT and presentation of TOWN MERIT AWARDS 
5.1 The Mayor welcomed everyone present to the meeting and explained that the 

meeting was an opportunity for local people to have their say about issues in 
the Town.  The Mayor then gave a brief report on the activities of the Town 
Council over the past twelve months, as follows:- 

5.2 One focus had been on making the Town more welcoming for residents, 
shoppers and visitors/tourists alike.  At the forefront of the Town Council’s 
work for residents had been the tree planting scheme that had been widely 
welcomed.  Additionally there had been significant investment in improved 
floral displays and as part of the South and South East in Bloom Committee 
the Town Council were thrilled with the Gold Award achieved by 
Littlehampton. 

5.3 The Town Council were keen to have new high quality facilities available for 
residents and were working to extend the number of community centres in the 
Town.  The Council were hoping to secure a contract to build a new facility on 
Southfields Recreation Ground and were also working with the District Council 
to see if it was possible to replace the run down Dairy site with new facilities. 

5.4 The national economic situation had many repercussions for local 
government.  The Town Council had been actively working with the County 



 

Council to see whether devolved services (with funding) could be delivered at 
a local level.  The areas being considered were youth services, highway 
maintenance (including pot holes) and ways of sharing buildings and 
resources.  It was hoped that this would, in times of cut backs across the 
board, enable local services to be protected and also improved.   

5.5 The Carnival and Bonfire were superb this year and were a credit to the 
Carnival Association and Bonfire Society.  The Mayor congratulated the 
organisations.  The Council had also delivered a wide range of events 
throughout the year, for residents, such as the excellent Town Show and 
Family Fun Day; for tourists (the Folk and Roots Festival) and to support 
businesses (the Pancake Olympics and the Christmas Lights Switch On).  
Some events were for all, such as the fantastic Armed Forces Day 
celebrations.  The calendar had been full of events including high quality 
exhibitions at the Museum and activities for young people in the school 
holidays.  The Mayor thanked everyone in the Town who had helped. 

5.6 The Town Council had particularly supported retailers through the difficult 
times.  In addition to continued funding of the disc parking scheme, public 
conveniences and Christmas lights, the Council had also invested in improved 
floral displays in the Town.  A market was now located in the High Street and 
the Council would continue to work with traders in the future.  Despite some 
unwarranted criticism, Littlehampton continued to thrive. 

5.7 The Mayor reported that her Mayoral year had raised approximately £10,000 
for her chosen charity, Breakthrough Breast Cancer.  The Mayor thanked 
everyone for helping to achieve this.  The Mayor had also seen many local 
groups, individuals and organisations, all striving to make Littlehampton an 
even better town and she thanked them all. 

5.8 The Mayor set out how she would chair the meeting and that she wanted 
everyone to have the opportunity to be heard.  She requested that when 
people wished to speak, they should raise their hand and when selected, give 
their name and the road in which they lived.  Comments made would either be 
noted, passed to the appropriate body or the Town Clerk and Mayor would 
answer where possible. 

5.9 The Mayor stated that she would not allow any party political “show-boating”, 
speeches or anything of that sort by anyone.  This was because the meeting 
was being held in a Town Council building during the “purdah” period prior to 
the elections.  The Town Council was not allowed to use its facilities to 
facilitate publicity for anyone standing at the elections.  The Mayor moved 
onto the second part of Agenda Item 5 - The Town Merit Awards:- 

 
 The Town Merit Awards 
5.10 The Town Council Merit Awards were presented annually to members of the 

public, who in the opinion of the Council had made a significant contribution to 
the Town and the townsfolk.  This could be through a combination of a 
number of factors involving the promotion of the Town, enhancing its 
reputation, initiatives to improve quality of life for residents or a sustained 
contribution to a particular issue which had wide reaching benefits for 
Littlehampton.  This year the Town Council had three award winners.  In no 
particular order, they were:- 

 
 



 

5.11 Tom Harrison. 
The first Merit Award was presented to Tom, who since 1984 had voluntarily 
organised, through the Royal British Legion, 52 Parades and Services for the 
Town and for the past 10 years had arranged the distribution of Poppy 
Wreaths, boxes and sellers within the Town.  Tom had for many years also 
been secretary of the Royal Naval Association.   

5.12 Sharon Vickery. 
The second Merit Award was presented to Sharon, who for the past 13 years 
had voluntarily worked with young people in the Town and had been a 
constant source of support to them as they moved from school into jobs or 
further education.  Sharon was a local resident who had worked tirelessly over 
the years within the community for the betterment of the young people. 

5.13 The Littlehampton in Bloom Committee 
The final Merit Award was presented to the community group.  The group had 
worked extremely hard in partnership with Littlehampton Town Council and 
the District Council to improve the image of the Town with wonderful flower 
displays.  This had encouraged local residents to produce their own stunning 
gardens which had given much pleasure to neighbours and the local 
community.  The group worked hard to raise funds for the campaign to have 
additional displays to enhance both Councils contribution.  It was a prime 
example of community groups working with the Town and District Council to 
improve the environment. 

 
6. TO HEAR QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC OF WHICH NOTICE HAD 

BEEN PREVIOUSLY GIVEN 
6.1 Derek Hulmes, Kingfisher Drive submitted a written question on behalf of the 

Courtwick Lane Opposition Group (CLOG) in relation to planning application 
LU/355/10.  He stated that:- 

 We wish to express the concerns and stress expressed by those closely 
related to the area imposed upon the infrastructure and environment by 
developers who claim to have tailored into some detail and in cooperation with 
Council representatives a very damaging and “departure” proposal under 
cover of suspicious “gifts” to be applied elsewhere.  We would urge existing 
and prospective Members of the Town Council to make every effort to protect 
Littlehampton from the unreasonable and overwhelming speculative attempts 
to roof over all its open areas.  Since the District Council has recently 
embarked on its public debate towards the contents and location of its 
housing policy, it appears to most, the current race towards submissions is 
both premature and ludicrous. 

6.2 Mr Hulmes confirmed that the reference to “suspicious gifts” referred to the 
infrastructure contributions negotiated with the developer under the Section 
106 Agreement and was not meant to imply that Councillors were in any way 
accepting bribes.  He also restated that the development was a departure 
from the Development Plan, so should be refused on these grounds.  

6.3 The Clerk responded that the Local Plan did not stop developers from 
submitting planning applications.  He would refer the request for an additional 
objection to the meeting of the Planning and Transportation Committee on 
Monday 4th April 2011. 

 



 

6.4 Mary Cameron, local resident, referred to developments at Elysian Fields, 
Windroos, Courtwick and North Littlehampton and asked: - with the vast 
increase in traffic generated by these proposed and existing developments, 
how much money would be coming from the developers to fund road 
improvements and what percentage of the total cost of building a by-pass for 
Lyminster would this cover?  She went on to question how the Lyminster 
bypass would ever be funded and where would all the traffic from the 
developments go? 

6.5 The Clerk responded that he could not give the figures for the two applications 
under consideration at this time, but added that Arun District Council would be 
seeking to secure significant contributions from them (should planning 
permission be granted) towards provision of the Lyminster by-pass.  No 
planning permission had been given at this stage for either Courtwick or North 
Littlehampton, but the District Council did secure a contribution of approx 
£180,000 from Windroos towards provision of the Lyminster by-pass.  Part of 
any planning permission for a large development would be a S.106 
Agreement, which would include matters such as this and the Clerks 
understanding was that both developments would contribute significantly to 
the Lyminster by-pass and other highways issues, such as the bridging of the 
railway line and the Fitzalan Road extension.  Any gap in funding for the 
bypass could be met by contributions from any further developments and also 
from new schemes such as the New Homes Bonus, which should provide 
principal authorities significant funds which could be channelled towards this.  
With regard to traffic generation, the Developers would need to satisfy the 
West Sussex County Council Highways Authority and the Highways Agency 
that their proposals could be accommodated in highways and transportation 
terms. 

6.6 Robert Sale, asked the Town Council to explain precisely what planners 
meant by “affordable” housing.  He asked how affordable housing was funded 
as it was development driven as to how it was allocated, and many with 
genuine priority on the housing list would not be able to afford to even partly 
buy a house  

6.7 The Clerk responded that Affordable housing was defined as a combination of 
social rented housing, delivered through a Registered Social Landlord; shared 
ownership schemes, where a share of the property was purchased and the 
remainder rented and low cost market housing where a lower value was set 
on the property which was protected through further sales by a covenant.  The 
Clerk added that normal practice was that the developers would have to build 
the properties on site and then sell them, at a significantly discounted rate 
(controlled through a planning agreement) to Registered Social Landlords.  
They were funded through the developer meeting the requirements of the 
planning authority in their Local Plan i.e. a certain percentage of housing 
would be affordable, which the Developer must account for in their proposals.  
The allocation of these units from the housing waiting list would be in line with 
the District Council’s policy on this matter. 

 
 
 
 



 

7. TO HEAR QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC OF WHICH NOTICE HAD NOT 
BEEN PREVIOUSLY GIVEN 

7.1 Tyndall Jones, the High Street, asked about the Arun District Council 
Housing Office, attached to the Manor House and whether there were plans to 
knock it down? 

7.2 The Clerk responded that Arun District Council had now vacated the building, 
moving staff to the Civic Centre.  It was understood that the District Council 
wished to dispose of the building and were looking to knock it down.  The 
Town Council would wish to purchase the site for a possible community 
centre and negotiations on this were continuing. 

7.3 Jean Millington, River Road asked whether it would be possible to introduce 
a 20mph restricted speed limit in the River Road area to make it safer for 
cyclists and pedestrians.  She asked that this be forwarded as a proposal to 
West Sussex County Council, who were responsible for the Roads. 

7.4 The Clerk responded that reduced speed limits were possible and could be 
introduced.  However, there were criteria to be met, the limit would need 
proper cause and then the work would need to be scheduled in.  The Clerk 
added that permissions for speed reductions were rarely given, as they 
needed to be enforceable and abided by and a lot of roads would not naturally 
lend themselves to this.  There was also a legal process for Traffic Regulation 
Orders which could take up to two years.  Recent surveys had also shown 
that on many roads, the traffic did not exceed 20mph anyway.  The Clerk 
agreed that the matter would be passed to the Planning and Transportation 
Committee. 

7.5 It was noted that the County Council had been working on advisory speed 
limits.  These meant that signage could be put up saying “please reduce your 
speed”, but not “20 is plenty” as this would cause confusion.  The issue had 
been discussed and Beach Ward Councillors had agreed to spend their ward 
budget on advisory signs in the Beach Road area as a precursor to making 
some roads 20mph. 

7.6 Tony Squires, District Councillor and local resident, stated that Littlehampton 
was the seaside gateway to the National Park and asked whether the Town 
Council were working with the Park Authority to make the most of this?  He 
also asked about the unused piece of land at Broadfield / Lineside Way, and 
asked whether this could be cleared and planted.  He felt that the footpath 
beside Curry’s was a mess and a shambles and that the area would benefit 
from the planting of shrubs and trees.  He further understood that West 
Sussex County Council were looking at improvements to the underpass. 

7.7 The Clerk responded that a report would be going to the Property and 
Personnel Committee regarding this area and that the Council would also take 
the issue up with shops in the area regarding the clearing up of rubbish.  The 
Clerk added that the Town Council had assisted in getting Art boards installed 
in the underpass to brighten it up and had looked at the potential to improve 
the underpass.  However, there were major cables underneath which 
hampered any improvements regarding flooding and access.  

7.8 The Clerk reported that the Town Council would be working with the National 
Parks Authority and although he was not sure who the Tourism lead was, he 
would endeavour to find out. 



 

7.9 It was noted that a project to reinstate the Arun Wey Canal, restoring the locks 
and making it possible to travel through the National Park by waterway was 
being planned although this would take 10 to 25 years to complete. 

7.10 Paul Hackett, New Road, stated that he was representing residents in asking 
whether there was any chance that New Road could be made one-way only.  
This would allow parking bays on each side of the road to ease the current 
parking congestion and to link to the one-way system.   

7.11 The Clerk responded that although he noted residents concerns, the short 
answer as to whether this could be achieved in the immediate future was no, 
due to the constraints on the West Sussex County Council budgets.  
However, there was a traffic masterplan for East Arun, although the Town 
Council would like a plan for the Town alone.  The Town Council felt that they 
needed a holistic approach to the whole Town.  The Clerk felt that this was a 
good point and that the Council needed to keep pushing this on behalf of 
residents.  This would be put onto the agenda for the new Council by taking it 
to the Planning and Transportation Committee on 3rd May 2011. 

7.12 It was noted that West Sussex County Council were waiting for the 
Environment Agency scheme at Pier Road, before looking at whether this 
area should be seasonally pedestrianised.  If the new planning applications 
and roads were to go ahead, creating new gateways into the Town, there 
would be a pressing need to review the Town system. 

7.13 Sue Humphries, New Road stated that a one–way system would be of 
enormous benefit and would help to avoid an accident.  

7.14 Richard Feast, Littlehampton resident, asked how the local hospital plans 
were progressing. 

7.15 The Clerk responded that the PCT was being abolished and that the decisions 
would be passed to local GPs who were being formed into a “Coastal West 
Sussex Federation”.  There would be a management meeting of this new 
group on 26 April to determine what services and facilities they required.  The 
Town Council were concerned about the potential delay of the hospital, so 
had written to John Wilderspin, Chief Executive.  However, he had now left, 
so they were awaiting a response from the new Chief Executive, Amanda 
Ferrero in due course.  The Fundamental issue was the reorganisation of the 
PCT to the new consortium and whether they would still want a Hospital.  The 
Town Council were hoping to meet with them after the meeting to clarify the 
position.  It was likely that any decision would take six months although this 
could be longer.  Members of the public were requested to lobby their GPs for 
a hospital in the Town, and to write to their MP to provide pressure. 

7.16 John Morris, local resident, referred to the debate in the Gazette over cycling 
on the promenade. 

7.17 The Clerk responded that this matter was discussed at length at the Planning 
and Transportation Committee with residents putting forward arguments both 
for and against the introduction of cycling along the seafront prom.  The Town 
Council’s response had supported the move, particularly as the pilot scheme 
in Bognor Regis had been a success and had not thrown up the Health and 
Safety issues that residents were concerned about. 

7.18 David Thomas, Oakcroft Gardens, asked about the Daisyfield Caravan site, 
which was threatened with closure and stated that the old school playing field 
was used by dog walkers and was the last piece of green space available in 
the Town. 



 

7.19 The Clerk responded that Arun District Council did not have a proposal to 
close the caravan park but were going out to tender for the running of it in 
order to improve the site.  The site was on the former tip and was therefore 
contaminated land, not suitable for building.  The site might be reduced, but 
not built on.  The Town Council supported the site, but could not comment on 
the District Council’s management.  The Town Council would oppose the 
closure of this site in the Town. 

7.20 It was noted that the old playing fields were subject to a Village Green 
application which was being dealt with by the County Council.  A member of 
the public stated that the caravan site had not been given a decent length of 
lease or an appropriate toilet block and was struggling to manage with these 
conditions. 

7.21 Mike Small, Seaton Park Cottages, referred to the entrance to the Arcade, 
which he claimed resembled a wartime bomb shelter.  He asked whether 
anything could be done about it. 

7.22 The Clerk responded that there was to be a Town Traders meeting and this 
issue would be discussed with them.  The Town Council had a budget for 
trader’s initiatives, so could look at this if traders wished. 

7.23 David Botting, Town Councillor and local resident, asked about roadside car 
sales and what was being done to remove them from the highway. 

7.24 It was noted that this was an Arun District Council and West Sussex County 
Council initiative with the tender now awarded for the removal and storage of 
cars and the contract had commenced. 

 
8. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
8.1 Tyndall Jones reported on behalf of the Littlehampton Bonfire Society.  

They had had a very busy year, especially with their fundraising events which 
were more numerous than normal.  Generally speaking, the weather had 
behaved itself – as the majority of their events were held outdoors and they 
were always at the mercy of the weather.   

8.2 Bonfire night itself was fine, apart from a couple of morning showers.  The 
Society thought it would be hard to surpass the quality of their 2009 event, but 
judging by the numerous comments that they received, it was possible that 
they did manage to excel further.  Their aim was always to put on a high 
quality family orientated event, which they hoped they had achieved. 

8.3 The Society were slightly disappointed that their street collection did not quite 
meet their hopes of £10,000 in the year 2010, but they still managed to raise 
£7,688 which had all been donated to various local good causes.  The Society 
travelled to support other society’s celebrations every Saturday evening from 
the beginning of September through to November and visited Eastbourne for 
the first time since this Society had been reformed.  Although the Association 
of Sussex Bonfire and Carnival Societies was not invited to the New Year’s 
Day Parade this year, three of the Societies members still attended as 
collectors, bringing in over £1,130 for the Borough of Southwarks Mayor’s 
Trust.   

8.4 The Society thanked the Town Council for their generous service funding 
agreement and their support – especially thanking the Amenity Team for their 
assistance which was much appreciated.  Each year, costs continued to spiral 
and the costs for 2011 were likely to be around £22,000.  Without the financial 
support of the Town Council and their other sponsors, there would not be a 



 

Bonfire Night in Littlehampton.  The Society looked forward to seeing 
everyone at their May fair on Saturday May 14th and at the Bonfire Night 
celebrations on Oct 29th ,when they would “Burn to do good!” 

8.5 Stella Porter reported on behalf of the Littlehampton in Bloom Committee.  
They were delighted that Littlehampton won the Gold award for the first time 
and was also voted best in category beating Chichester, Ryde, Alton, East 
Grinstead and Haywards Heath among others.  This was a fantastic 
achievement for the Town and the result of much hard work from all involved. 

8.6 The Committee had agreed to continue the efforts to keep Littlehampton in 
Bloom, but regrettably due to financial cutbacks, would not be entering any 
award schemes during 2011.  The Committee would be holding a quiz night 
on Friday 8th April at the Look and Sea Centre and invited all to attend.   

8.7 Caroline Phillips, Youth worker reported on the Keystone Centre, and gave 
thanks to the Town Council for their grant and continued support. 

8.8 Tony Squires reported on behalf of Littlehampton Scout Groups and gave 
thanks to the Town Council for their grant.  He reported that it was 
increasingly expensive to run the Scout HQ with rising costs but thanks to the 
assistance of volunteers, they were managing to keep going.  He further 
thanked the Town Council for jointly organising Armed Forces Day, which 
provided a good recruiting opportunity. 

8.9 Derek Fish, reported on behalf of the Littlehampton Badminton and 
Squash Club.  The Club was going from strength to strength, rising from 
division 2 to division 1 in the men’s league.  For the first time, they were 
managing to attract Sussex level players to the club.  Squash was also being 
positively played in local leagues and they were grateful to the Town Council 
for their financial assistance which helped to provide coaching for junior 
players in particular and for the heating of 2 of the 3 courts. 

8.10 Alan Humphreys reported on behalf of the Allotment Association.  He 
reported that 2010/11 had been a difficult year and they had lost members, 
however, numbers were now increasing and the Association would be 
providing a harvest supper “bash”.  A number of small sponsorship projects 
had been taken on, including working with a local school.  The Town Show 
continued to improve with 2010 seeing the best ever record number of entries 
(699 of them).  Although the weather on the day was dull, it did not stop 
attendees.  The Town Council was thanked for their continued support. 

 
 The meeting closed at 7:20pm 
 
 
 

 
        ___________________ 
         

TOWN MAYOR 


