
Last year we were on a real 
positive surge for the town 
with the Bonfire Society 
hitting its £10,000 goal, 
eight businesses winning 
Arun Business Awards, 
Little Magna winning Curry 
House of the Year, the New 
Inn coming 3rd in both of the 
Gazette’s Pub of the Year 
competitions, and much 
more besides. We also 
had so many compliments 

about our Christmas light display and switch on event, 
which featured a new lighting design and our unique 
colourful elves. Let’s keep this momentum going in 
2018, making it an even better year for Littlehampton 
and getting our wonderful town the recognition 
and credit that it merits. Let’s keep pushing for our 
local businesses, schools, groups, individuals and 
areas such as parks to win the awards they truly do 
deserve, and do what we can to enhance our own 
neighbourhoods by tidying front gardens, picking up 
litter even when it doesn’t belong to us and smartening 
up those shop fronts. It all makes a difference to the 
pride we feel about our town and how visitors see us. 

As always, I know the town will host events both big 
and small throughout the year and I look forward to 
continuing to attend as many of them as I possibly 
can. The Town Council are already working hard to 
ensure that we provide some brilliant events too, 
including Armed Forces Day and an extra night of 
Screen on the Green. I am even staging an event of 
my own in aid of my Mayoral Charities. Taking place 
at the Windmill Theatre, ‘Curtain Up!’ is a revue show 
boasting the considerable talents of different local 
theatrical, choral and dance groups. Further details 
and booking information can be found in the events 
section of this publication.

I look forward to seeing many of you throughout the 
course of the year and I wish you all a brilliant 2018.

With kind regards,

Cllr. Billy Blanchard-Cooper, Town Mayor

Mayor’s  
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With a stark message for 
motorists and pedestrians 
using the Toddington level 
crossing, Town Councillor 
Mike Northeast has 
expressed serious concerns 
about safety. 

“Stay safe today or you 
may not be around to see 
tomorrow,” cautioned Mike, 
who is highlighting the 
ever-increasing traffic using 
Toddington Lane and calling 
for the proposed road building 
schemes to be accelerated 
so that the crossing can 
be closed and a proper 
footbridge put in place. 

Major safety concerns at 
Toddington level crossing Keep it positive!

Inside this edition
Budget • Grant Aid • What’s On • Gardens & Allotments Competition

AWARD WINNING NEWSLETTER  Spring 2018 Edition

Do you know a local group that would benefit from a cash boost? If you do, be sure to advise them to apply to LTC’s 
2018 Grant Aid fund. 

Continuing to support the Town’s local groups and charities through its annual scheme, Grant Aid’s application 
process opens on 1 April and closes on 11 May. Available to any charitable or not-for-profit club, group or 
organisation in Littlehampton, applicants need to demonstrate that their group benefits members of the community 
by offering cultural enrichment, advice or support, or by providing sporting activities. All applications are considered 
on the basis of merit, aims and objectives. 

In 2017 LTC awarded grants to groups including 5th Littlehampton Sea Scouts for buoyancy aids and paddles, 
Littlehampton Heritage Railway Association for an accessible railway carriage and Safe in Sussex for carpets for the 
new refuge and drop-in centre.

Application details, along with full criteria, can be found online at www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk/grants 
Successful applicants will be notified by early July.

Grants for local groups: Grant Aid 2018

Daisy, the accessible carriage

Following a meeting with Network Rail’s Level Crossing Manager Clive Robey at Arundel signal box 
where level crossings are controlled, Mike revealed some alarming statistics. 

“Since new cameras were installed at the Toddington crossing in 2015 a staggering 665 motorists have 
been caught and prosecuted for abusing the red warning lights,” said Mike, adding:  “I’m astounded 
that people are prepared to risk their own lives and compromise the safety of so many others at this 
level crossing, especially in light of recent high-profile media stories. Only last month a van hit one of 
the barriers, fortunately not causing any injuries but forcing the south coast main line to be closed for 
a period that meant delaying or cancelling over 37 trains. Equally of concern is the amount of families 
with children moving into the area. I would strongly advise parents to warn their children of the real 
dangers of playing on or near the level crossing.”

Fully supported by his fellow Town Councillors on the North Littlehampton 
Steering Group, Mike told Progress that collectively they are continually 
pushing for the new by-pass and associated relief roads be built so that 
the dangers associated with Toddington crossing can be eliminated as a 
matter of urgency. (More on Page 2)

Network Rail’s Clive Robey had sobering advice for motorists tempted 
to abuse the Highway Code at level crossings, saying: “An offence is 
committed when a vehicle passes over the white stop line when the 
red lights are flashing. This will generate a minimum of 3 points and a 
fine. A driver awareness course is available for a first time offence at a 
level crossing, but should the driver be convicted for a similar offence 
at a level crossing, the awareness course will not be offered. Should 
a vehicle zig zag around the lowering or already lowered barriers, 
this is deemed as ‘dangerous driving’ and the penalties awarded are 
reflected accordingly.”

Cllr Mike Northeast at the 

Toddington level crossing



www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc
Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council.

email: ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk  telephone: 01903 732063 
visit: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk  

BIG
BIG news for your Town is where you’ll find details and updates 
regarding the latest key issues in Littlehampton.

Simply the best
LTC was proud to learn that Littlehampton-based 
organisations and businesses scooped a record-
breaking eight awards at an annual ceremony 
coordinated by Arun Business Partnership at the 
end of 2017. 

Awarded for the past 20 years, with each 
category sponsored by a local business, the 
prestigious ceremony was held in November at 
Butlins. Awards to Littlehampton’s business and 
commerce community included the Sussex by 
the Sea Tourism Award won by the Littlehampton 
Bonfire Society and the Place to Eat/Drink Award 
won by Mewsbrook Café. 

Other winners were Littlehampton Miniature Railway (Charity of the Year) Angel White (Business of the Year; 5 
employees) L. Guess Jewellers (Business of the year; 10 employees), Littlehampton Musical Comedy Society 
(Website of the Year), Arun Wellbeing (Customer Care Award) and Muriel Thomson of Dance Industry (Business 
Person of the Year). 

Recognition of our Town’s outstanding businesses and organisations, details of the 2018 
nominations will be announced later this year.  
 

On the roads: Major Highways Developments  
Scheme 1: Lyminster by-pass (North of Littlehampton to North of Lyminster) 
Update: The detailed design has been progressing well with funding agreed between the 
County Council and the Coast to Capital Local Enterprise Partnership. There is a delay to the 
submission of the planning application due to flood risk mitigation issues. However, West 
Sussex County Council is working with the Environment Agency to achieve the best solution 
and move the scheme forward.

Scheme 2: A259 Improvements 

Update: This proposal will see 
improvements along the A259 from 
Goring to Littlehampton. Included in this 
is the widening of the carriageway to two 
lanes on the Worthing Road between 
the Body Shop roundabout and where 
the Fitzalan link/extension roads meet the 
A259. The detailed design for the scheme 
is underway, following recent survey work, 
which is now complete. 

Disruption during these works is inevitable, 
particularly on the A259 where there will 
be a new roundabout. The County Council and all involved 
will strive to minimise disruption, working together with the different contractors. 
Further updates and timescale details will be included in future issues of Progress.

News for
YOUR Town What’s On!

DID YOU    KNOW THAT... LTC manages the Visit Littlehampton 
website where you will find listings for Town events?

Balancing 
the books: 
Our Budget 
2018/19
Aiming to deliver an ambitious 
but achievable work 
programme for the benefit of residents and 
visitors, LTC’s 2018/19 budget was set at the end of 
January.

Maintaining, and in some cases enhancing, existing 
services, there is set to be an expanded community 
events programme, an increase in funds available 
to groups through the Grant Aid scheme and new 
allotments at Kingley Gate. Provision has been made 
to continue supporting the town bus service, linking 
to funding from developers, to ensure that residents 
of the new development have easy access to public 
transport.

Littlehampton Town Council has agreed to increase 
Council Tax by 1.9% (£2.19 per annum) for a Band D 
Council Tax Payer, which will now total £117.91.

Details on the budget can be found on the Town 
Council website www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

Cllr Dr James Walsh KStJ 
Chair of the Policy & Finance Committee

Breakdown of expenditure

Budget
Figures

Band D Council Tax 2018/19 £117.91 

Increase in Band D Tax  1.90% 

Financed By £1,132,449  

Precept £160,618 

Reserves £1,293,067

Total Budgeted Revenue Expenditure £1,411,508 

Total Budgeted Income  £118,441

Net Budgeted Revenue Expenditure £1,293,067 
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Littlehampton Winners 2017
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LTC commits to supporting local groups and  charities: Increasing its Grants Schemes budget by £3,000, a 
total of £20,000 is now available.

LTC backs community events: A second Screen on the Green (outdoor cinema experience) is promised, as is a 
Beacon Lighting event to commemorate the Centenary of WWI. Grants will be offered to community event organisers.

Free WIFI and first impressions: Working with partners, LTC has allocated funding to develop a free WiFi service 
on the Seafront. There will also be new town gateway signs and a new floral display contract with Ferring Nurseries. 

Out and about: LTC is investing in the new skate park through a partnership with Arun District Council. The 
Town Council is also making provision to keep public conveniences at Norfolk Gardens open all year round.

A town ‘first’: LTC is excited at the prospect of the new allotments soon to be available at Kingley Gate, 
especially the accessible plots – the first in the Town’s history.

Making history: LTC is delivering a Heritage Lottery Fund grant, enabling the Littlehampton Heritage Group to 
assess the town’s assets and their need for preservation.

Valuing our people: Continuing to be a good employer, an increase in salaries by 2% in the next 2 years will see the 
Town Council become a Foundation Living Wage employer.

Keeping options open: LTC will begin exploring options for other key services, including a new building for the 
Keystone Centre or another youth facility, a town centre community building and a new playground at Rosemead Park.

What’s NEW for 2018/19

Fitzalan link/extension being built next to the Worthing Road allotments

The Lyminster by-pass will aim to 

reduce congestion on the Lyminster 

railway crossing
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Look out for the 2018 Littlehampton Museum Events & Exhibitions Programme, available from the Town Council Offices and Museum.

MARCH
The Mayor of Littlehampton’s 
Charity Gala Performance 
‘Curtain Up!’
Saturday 3rd, 2.30pm and 7.30pm 
The Windmill Theatre, BN17 5LH
An evening of entertainment in aid 
of the Mayor’s Charities, enjoy song, 
dance and music from talented local 
groups including the Edwin James 
Festival Choir, Musical Comedy Society, 
Dance Industry Studios and more.
Tickets £15 on 01903 730775.

Exhibition: ‘Littlehampton 
from above’  
7th March – 4th May, 
9am to 4:30pm Mon to Fri, 10:30am 
to 4:30pm Saturday 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
A rare chance to see aerial views of 
Littlehampton that you won’t find 
anywhere else. Explore maps and 
plans that will give you a unique 
journey through the town, all from the 
Museum’s collection.
Phone: 01903 738100  Website: 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

Exhibition: ‘Generations 
and Journeys: Sussex 
Rediscovered’ 
10th March – 4th May, 
9am to 4:30pm Mon to Fri, 10:30am 
to 4:30pm Saturday 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
Local artist Cat McLelland returns 
to Littlehampton Museum after her 
successful show in 2014. Her rich 
and vibrant paintings explore the idea 
that the past and the present exist 
simultaneously in the same space.
Phone: 01903 738100  Website: 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk
 

Museum Talk: Littlehampton 
from Above
Saturday 17th, 11am to 11.30am 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
The Museum team will explore the 
Museum’s collection of fantastic aerial 
photographs and historic maps in 
further depth, bringing out rarely seen 
items. Adults only, no booking required.
Phone: 01903 738100 
Website: www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

Annual Town Meeting
Thursday 19th, 6pm 
The New Millennium Chamber, 
The Manor House, BN17 5EW
Littlehampton Town Council facilitates 
the Annual Town Meeting for Parish 
residents, offering members of the 
public to voice their thoughts on local 
matters. The agendas and notes for the 
meetings will be available from www.
littlehampton-tc.gov.uk one week before 
the meeting or call us on 01903 732063.

Meet the Artist: 
Cat McLelland
Saturday 24th, 11am to 12.30pm 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
Join local artist Cat McLelland to create 
your own spectacular paintings. Adults only. 
Booking essential on 01903 738100 
Website: www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

Edwin James Festival Choir 
& Orchestra Good Friday 
Concert
Friday 30th, doors open 6.45pm for 
7.30pm performance 
St James the Great Church, BN17 7AN
Concert in aid of Parkinson’s UK. 
Adults £8, children £4.
Phone: 01243 582330  Website: 
www edwinjamesfestivalchoir.co.uk

Easter Holiday Activities
Saturday 31st – 13th April, 9am to 
4.30pm Mon to Fri, 10.30am to 4.30 
Saturday 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
Pick up a Town Trail and explore our 
historic High Street using old maps 
provided by the Museum Team. Drop 
in on Saturday 31st March, 2pm to 
4pm, for some Easter Art 
& Craft. 
Phone: 01903 738100  Website: 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk 
  

APRIL
Easter Out & About
Wednesday 4th, 10am to 12pm 
Mewsbrook Park, BN16 2LX
Free of charge, children aged 3-11 
years are invited to the award winning 
Mewsbrook Park for a morning of 
energy-expending enjoyment. All children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
Website: www.visitlittlehampton.co.uk

Fossil Hunters
Wednesday 4th 9.30am to 11am, 
Friday 6th 10.30am to 12pm, 
Wednesday 11th 2pm to 3.30pm, 
Friday 13th 3pm to 4.30pm
Fossil hunting with the Museum 
Curator and local fossil expert at 
West Beach. Ages 5+, children must 
be accompanied by an adult.  
Booking essential: 01903 738100. 
Website: www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

Artisan Market 
Saturday 7th, 10am – 4pm 
High Street
Unique gifts, local produce, live 
music, arts and crafts and more. 

 /LittlehamptonArtisan 

Easter Out & About
Wednesday 11th, 10am to 12pm 
Brookfield Park, Worthing Road, 
BN17 6UR
Free of charge, children aged 3-11 
years are invited to the beautiful 
Brookfield Park for a morning of 
energy-expending enjoyment. Please 
note that parking at Brookfield 
Park is limited and there are no 
toilet facilities. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.
Website: www.visitlittlehampton.co.uk

What’s On!

DID YOU    KNOW THAT... LTC manages the Visit Littlehampton 
website where you will find listings for Town events?

Community Market Stall
The Littlehampton Market Community Stall is a 
great resource for local community groups and 
organisations, providing them with the opportunity 
to raise funds and awareness right in the heart of 
Littlehampton. The incredibly popular stall is available 
every Friday throughout the year as part of the weekly 
general market in the High Street. To book, please 
contact the Town Council. 

What’s On at The Windmill? 
An iconic building in our town, The Windmill offers 
a busy film schedule as well as panto and other live 
performance. If you haven’t visited recently why not 
take a look at forthcoming films and events? Find out 
more at www.freedom-leisure.co.uk/centres/the-
windmill-entertainment-centre

Discover what’s on at 
Southfields Jubilee Centre 
From dance and sports to clothes sales and social 
clubs, for full details of what’s on when visit www.
littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

Are you a savvy sponsor? 
If you run a local business and are looking to expand 
your customer base then LTC can help. Offering 
some fantastic sponsorship opportunities, including 
getting details of your business through every letter 
box in Town, we have packages starting from as 
little as just £50 for event sponsorship and roadside 
planter sponsorship from £350. Strictly limited, be a 
savvy sponsor and call us today on 01903 732063 
and find out more.

Say ‘I do’ in the 
Millennium Chamber 
With the beautifully restored Grade II Listed Building 
also incorporating modern facilities such as disabled 
access, parking, a small garden and a Town-centre 
location, weddings in the Town Council’s New 
Millennium Chamber are increasingly popular. An 
ideal venue for nuptials, vow renewals and also 
naming ceremonies, for more details visit www.
littlehampton-tc.gov.uk or call 01903 732063

Meet the Artist: 
Cat McLelland
Saturday 28th, 11am to 12.30pm 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
Join local artist Cat McLelland to create your 
own spectacular paintings. Adults only. 
Booking essential on 01903 738100 
Website: www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

MAY
 
Artisan Market 
Saturday 5th, 10am to 4pm 
High Street
Unique gifts, local produce, live music, 
arts and crafts and more. 

 /LittlehamptonArtisan 
 

Exhibition: ‘Lost Identity – 
living with a brain injury’
Wednesday 9th May to Friday 13th 
July , 9am to 4.30pm Mon to Fri, 
10.30am to 4.30pm Saturday 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
In partnership with Headway West Sussex, 
a charity which helps improve people’s 
lives after Acquired Brain Injuries (ABI), 
the Museum will be displaying a series of 
photographs taken by Chris Kew which 
documents his experience from suffering 
from a brain haemorrhage at 18 to marriage 
and family life at 32. Join the Museum for a 
special Headway charity drop-in event on 
Saturday 9th June.  
Phone: 01903 738100  Website: 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

Exhibition: ‘Schools’ Art: 
War Horse’
Saturday 12th May to Friday 22nd 
June, 9am to 4.30pm Mon to Fri, 
10.30am to 4.30pm Saturday 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
The Museum is once again hosting a display 
of inspiring artwork by Littlehampton primary 
schools. This year, local pupils habe been 
reading War Horse by Michael Morpurgo and 
have created artwork inspired by the book.  
This is part of the 1918 Commemoration 
programme. 
Phone: 01903 738100  Website: 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

May Half Term Sessions
Tuesday 29th to Friday 1st June, 
2pm to 4pm 
Littlehampton Museum, BN17 5EW
A series of arts and crafts based workshops 
looking at creating magical maps and terrific 
treasure trails. Ages 5+, drop in.   
Phone: 01903 738100  Website: 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

 

Tuesday’s @ Southfields Jubilee Centre, 
Southfields Road, Littlehampton
School Years 7 – 11, 7.30-9pm

Wednesday’s @ Flintstone Centre,  
East Street, Littlehampton
School Years 9+, 7-9pm

Thursday’s @ The Keystone Centre,  
Eldon Way, Littlehampton
School Years 4 – 6, 4-5.30pm

Thursday’s @ The Keystone Centre,  
Eldon Way, Littlehampton
School Years 7 – 13, 6-8pm

Friday’s @ The Keystone Centre,  
Eldon Way, Littlehampton
School Years 7 – 13, 7-9pm

All sessions 50p Free for the first time! 

Arun Youth Projects – 
Littlehampton
Offering friendship, fun, 
activities, advice and support 
across the Littlehampton 
area! Check out the different session times 
below and come and see us soon!
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Powerful women 
in littlehamPton      
Mary Neal, a suffragette originally from Birmingham, 
lived in Littlehampton from 1922 to 1940. A 
prominent folk-dance revivalist (a pastime that was 
popular in Edwardian England), Mary believed that 
dancing could empower women. She worked as an 
early type of social worker, helping to improve rights 
for working women.

In 1913, the NUWSS (National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Societies) organised a pilgrimage which 
started from several places across England and 
travelled to Hyde Park, London. The march was to 
protest about women not having the right to vote. 
Passing through Littlehampton on 19th July 1913, 
residents lined the streets to watch the marchers.

In 1918 women won the partial vote. Women aged 
30 and over, and who were property owners, 
could now vote. To celebrate this achievement, 
Millicent Fawcett, who led the NUWSS and lived 
in Rustington in the late 1880s, chose to visit 
Littlehampton to give a congratulatory speech.

there’s still time to see the ‘Vote littlehampton & the 
Suffragettes’ exhibition at Littlehampton Museum. 
It ends on March 2nd.

T O W N T R I v I A

LTC are once again linking with Ferring Nurseries to present the annual 
Garden and Allotments competition. With entries opening in April, prizes 
are offered in a range of categories. Commercial premises and allotment 
holders are also invited to take part, with a special prize for the Best New 
Entrant, sponsored by Going Spare. Inspiring civic pride and a celebration 
of Littlehampton gardeners, residents of all levels of gardening know-
how participate, including children in schools. You can also ‘Nominate 
a Neighbour.’ All entrants and nominees must reside within the BN17 
postcode and be received by 18 June. Winners in each category will 
receive vouchers from principal sponsor, Ferring Nurseries. Entry forms 
will be available from LTC’S offices at the Manor House, Church Street 
and from Ferring Nurseries, Littlehampton Road, Worthing. Or they can be 
completed online on the Council’s website: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk 
from the 1st April.

Everything’s coming up roses and rosettes: 
Littlehampton Gardens & Allotments 
Competition

The Littlehampton Civic Society has long since worked to make Littlehampton a better place to live, 
work and relax. The Society was formed in 1972 to stimulate interest in the town, to promote high 
standards of planning and architecture and to secure the preservation, protection, development and 
improvement of features of historic or public interest in the town.
The Society led successful campaigns to retain the 
Windmill Theatre and the leisure centre on the 
seafront. The Flood Action Group was formed 
under the auspices of the Civic Society following 
the disastrous floods in June 2012 and has 
been instrumental in installing flood-prevention 
measures in South Terrace. Last year, the LFAG 
won a major award from the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England for their rain garden project 
opposite the civic centre.
The Society holds meetings at St Mary’s Church 
Hall on the first Friday of the month, welcoming 
a guest speaker and providing a platform for 
discussion about issues affecting the town.
To get in touch find Littlehampton Civic Society on 
facebook, call the Secretary on 07816618566 or visit 
www.littlehamptoncivicsociety.org.uk 

The Mayor’s
Shout-out

The Civic Society has recently been assisting the Friends of Mewsbrook Park while their Committee membership is low

Sexualised behaviour, children appear to be in ‘relationships’ 
 with adults

Absence, going missing from home / school, out in the day 
 or late at night

F amily issues, domestic abuse and neglect

E motional and physical health, self-esteem, changes in   
 appearance, self-harm, concerning appearance or behaviours

G ang involvement and criminality, are these children at risk from 
 more sophisticated older children/adults?

U se of technology – extensive use of social media to meet 
 people, sexting, secretive about online activity

A lcohol and drug use (becoming problematic), children being 
 bought alcohol by adults

R eceipt of gifts and unexplained money

D istrust of authority and change in behaviour, are these 
 children troubling rather than troublesome?

TOGETHER, WE CAN STOP
CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
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SPOT THE SIGNS

West Sussex
Safeguarding
Children Board

www.westsussex.gov.uk/CSE
Call the Police on 101 or 999 in an emergency.

in partnership with 
Ferring Nurseries

Best back & best new entrant 2017

DID YOU    KNOW THAT... Rosemead Park is managed by LTC?

                     our family-friendly Museum located    
in the heart of the town. Offering an exciting 
exhibitions programme, including work by local 
artists and displays on local history.

Find out more at www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

And remember! With the Museum’s free admission 
policy it doesn’t cost a penny to take a trip down 
Memory Lane.

Discover

© LSE Library


