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Dear friends,
It is an honour to be 
elected as Mayor of our 
vibrant Town and I hope 
I will be able to continue 
the good work of my 
illustrious predecessors. 
We undertake our 
role with vigour and 
professionalism, as 
ambassadors for 
our Town and local 
residents, and I am 
fully aware of the 
responsibility that goes 
with the role.

Our Town continues to grow and to innovate, with new 
developments increasing the number of residents. 
During the summer we also welcome many visitors 
to our beaches and to the many popular events that 
are held nearby and around the Town. 

Talking of local events, 2014 marks the centenary 
of the start of the First World War and the 75th 
anniversary of the start of the Second World War. 
As a community we will be reflecting upon these 
significant world events, especially at our Armed 
Forces Day.
At the heart of our Town are its people – you. 
This year as my charity I will be championing 
Littlehampton’s three Scout Groups. 
Much energy and effort goes in to these groups 
and I hope we will be able to show our appreciation 
for the many volunteers who give their time and 
experience to the benefit of all the youngsters 
who attend as Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. I will 
be arranging events to support our Scout Groups 
and hope to meet many of you at these events 
throughout the year. Keep your eye on the Town 
Council website and on Progress for further details.
I would be happy to support your events as well; 
just contact the Mayor’s office if you would like me 
to come along.
With warm regards,
Cllr Jill Long, Town Mayor

With more fun and frolics 
than you can shake a stick 
of seaside rock at, the events 
calendar in Littlehampton 
this summer includes vintage 
glamour and daredevil stunts 
as key ingredients of the 2014 
Armed Forces Day. Turning 
the skyline into a stage, one of 
the day’s highlights will be the 
amazing Trig Aerobatic Team’s 
breath-taking display of close 

formation flying.

Back on the ground our annual 
Sandcastle Competition offers 
buckets of merriment, with the 
Screen on the Green film event on 
East Beach (‘Grease’ is definitely 
the word!) and our wonderful 
Town Show & Family Fun Day 
also among the many events and 
entertainments on offer. 
Make sure you keep the events 
guide in this issue of Progress for 
the coming months – and bring 
your friends and family along 
to join in the fun, too!

Fun that’s sky high!
Update on the Neighbourhood Plan • Memories of D-Day

GOLD WINNERS
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Summer Events Guide Turn to page 3

Town Mayor Cllr Long (Chair of the 5th Littlehampton 
Sea Scouts) with Eric Spencer – Chair of the 7th 
Littlehampton Air Scouts and Glenn Howard – Chair of 
the 4th Littlehampton Scouts.

Mayor’s Message
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Light Cavalry HAC



Volunteer 
Appeals

Calling all enthusiastic townspeople! 
Littlehampton Town Ward & District 
Neighbourhood Watch Association is 
always pleased to hear from would-be 
volunteers. For further details please 
contact Mike Cullern on 07747 542116 
or visit www.littlehamptonnhw.org.uk
Having been honoured at this year’s 
LTC Merit Awards, both Littlehampton 
Twinning Association and the Carnival 
Committee are looking for new 
members to join them. For more 
information about the Littlehampton 
Twinning Association contact Cllr Dr 
James Walsh on 01903 773771. 
For Littlehampton Carnival contact 
Freda Hughes on 01903 716634.

Nominations for the annual Littlehampton 
Sports Awards are now open. The chance to 

celebrate the sporting prowess of an athletic friend, 
relative or club mate, the initiative, managed by 
Littlehampton Sports Forum and the Town Council, 
recognises the achievements and contributions 
made by local sporting heroes and community 
champions. 
Acknowledging the talents of juniors, seniors, team 
sports and off-pitch heroes, there are ten categories 
in which you can nominate:

Nominations can be made online via 
www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk 
or pick up your nomination form from the 
Town Council offices. Closing date 29 August.

Winners will be 
announced at an 
‘invitation only’ 
awards ceremony 
on 6 October at 
the Coco Lounge, 
principal sponsor 
of the event. 
The Ceremony 
will be hosted 
by professional 
snooker player 
John Virgo.  
The Chair of the Littlehampton Sports 
Forum, Councillor Malcolm Belchamber 
MBE said: “The Sports Awards are a 
way of saying thank you to the many 
talented sports people in our Town 
who deserve to be recognised for their 
achievements and for flying the flag for 
Littlehampton at regional, national and 
even international levels. The Awards 
also recognise that local sport would 
not be successful without the teams of 
dedicated volunteers including coaches 
and administrators. If you know someone 
whose dedication to sport, be it in 
practice or in the background, this is the 
time to put them forward for an award.”

• Sportsperson of the Year 
 sponsored by the Coco Lounge
• Young Sportsperson of the Year 
 sponsored by Littlehampton 
 Trader’s Partnership
• Coach of the Year 
 sponsored by C & M Trophies
• Sports Team of the Year 
 sponsored by Littlehampton Gazette
• Youth Sports Team of the Year 
 sponsored by Littlehampton 
 Glass & Glazing
• Administrator of the Year 
 sponsored by Going Spare
• Contribution to Youth Sports 
 sponsored by Inspire Leisure
• Contribution to Disabled Sports 
 sponsored by FA Holland & Son
• Unsung Hero (dedicated to non-sporty 
 people who have made invaluable 
 contributions in the last 12 months) 
 sponsored by Mewsbrook Cafe
• The Mayor’s Award for Lifetime 
 Contribution to Sport

Awards and Sponsors

Don’t get on our Wick
Too many houses, not enough space. This is the crux of the opposition that 
saw a petition against the building of new Council Houses in Wick presented to 
a Full Council meeting at Arun District Council at the end of April. 
Comprising some six hundred signatures, residents do not support the building 
proposals – a view shared by the wider population who contributed to the 
Littlehampton Neighbourhood Plan.
Talking to Progress, Harm Ward Councillor Mike Northeast said: “LTC is fully 
aware that Council housing is needed, but it does not support the proposals to 
cram houses in a densely populated area, which would deny existing and future 
residents much-needed open spaces.” •

Going with the flow on the East Bank
Work on the Town’s flood defences on the East Bank 
continues at a steady pace. The Pier Road businesses 
are open as usual, as is the public drop-in centre next to 
the Oyster Pond in Arun Parade. 

Why not pop in to learn more about the flood defence 
programme? The centre is open Tuesday - Thursday; 
8.00am – 4.00pm. Arun District Council and the 
Environment Agency hope to have the work complete 
by Autumn this year. •

Do you know a local 
sporting superstar?

KEEP UP TO DATE KEEP UP TO DATE KEEP UP TO DATE
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forLittlehampton
What’s the Plan now?
The final version of our Neighbourhood Plan was 
passed by an independent examiner in February 
and should have gone to public referendum in April. 
As we reported in the last issue of Progress, this 
did not happen!

Due to some of the changes recommended by the 
examiner, a number of policies were deleted and 
some were subjected to significant modification. In 
view of these alterations the Steering Group did not 
feel they could endorse the amended Plan, feeling 
that they would have been placed in the extremely 
difficult position of advising people to vote against 
it, had the Plan proceeded to referendum. As a 
result the proposed referendum was cancelled.
Since then LTC and the Steering Group have 
considered ways that the examiner’s report could 
be challenged to enable the Plan to go through. 
A legal route was a possibility, but this would 
have been an expensive process with no certain 
outcome. Concluding that this course of action was 
not a good use of tax payer’s money, the Steering 
Group looked elsewhere for solutions. 
Noting that Arun District Council as the Planning 
Authority does have the power to override the 
recommendations if they feel there is a sufficiently 
good argument to do so, the Steering Group 
entered into talks with Arun District Council. 
Hoping to achieve a compromise that will move 

the Plan forwards 
without giving way on 
the vast majority of 
issues deemed most 
important by the local 
community, to date 
these discussions 
are going well. The 
Steering Group hopes 
to hold a public 
meeting in the very 
near future to gauge 
public support for an 
amended Plan to go to 
referendum in October.
Cllr Jill Long, Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group said: “We think this could be 
very good news, but this is your Plan and it will 
need your support if and when it finally goes to 
referendum.”
For the latest information on the Plan please visit 
the Town Council’s website or facebook page, or 
email lnp@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

A  N E I G H B O U R H O O D  P L A N



Summer Events & Exhibitions
Boat Jumble
Sunday 15th - Caffyns Field 
10.30am onwards
Buying a boat, chandlery or fishing tackle? 
A great catch is guaranteed at this brilliant boat sale! 
In aid of the Jubilee Sailing Trust. 
Pitch bookings: 01903 761773

Armed Forces Day
Saturday 28th - seafront greens 
10.30am - 5pm
Action packed, free of charge and a 
celebration of our fabulous forces, this year’s bill-toppers 
include a Spitfire flypast, an aerobatic display by the 
Trig Team, a skill at arms display by the Light Cavalry 
HAC and much more. And if you own a military vehicle 
or have a military memorabilia collection then LTC would 
love to hear from you. 
Veterans are welcome in the parade.

Littlehampton Carnival
Saturday 12th
A ruby anniversary for our Carnival, see the procession 
pass through the town and enjoy the post-parade 
party at Southfields. For more information contact 
the organisers on 01903 716634.

Littlehampton Arts Week
Saturday 19th – Saturday 26th
A celebration of the Town’s artists brought to you by 
LOCA (Littlehampton’s Organisation of Contemporary 
Arts). For more information call 01903 722666.

The Royal Zanettos
Wednesday 23rd July – Friday 19th 
September at Littlehampton Museum
Local lady Jane Koszuta shares the story of her 
incredible ancestors, from Music Hall Theatre in 
America all the way back to the Dinky Doo Diner in 
Littlehampton.

Waterfront Festival
Sunday 27th 
A celebration of Littlehampton’s stunning waterside 
features. For more information visit 
www.littlehampton.org.uk 

Get Crafty! 1066 
Thursday 31st 1- 4pm, at Littlehampton 
Museum
Learn how Wars were fought and won a thousand 
years ago!  Booking essential – contact the Museum 
Team on 01903 738100 from the 1st July.

‘Littlehampton OPEN - Deep 
Blue Sea’
Saturday 26th July – Friday 19th September 
at Littlehampton Museum
Annual exhibition of Sussex-based amateurs and 
professional artists of all ages.

PROJECT 82
Offering friendship, fun, 
activities, advice and 
support, P82 has plenty for 
young people in Littlehampton. 
Check out the different session 
times below and come and see us 
soon! And enjoy your first session FREE!  
Youth Club Evening Sessions: 50p 
Inters (ages 10-13) - Mondays & Tuesdays 6 – 8pm 
Seniors (ages 14-18) - Wednesdays & Thursdays 
7 – 9pm 
Info Shop Afternoon Session – Free! 
Ages 10-25;  3.30pm – 5.30pm.
Project 82 @ Keystone Centre – Free! 
Juniors, Thursdays 4 – 5.30pm
Project 82 @ Southfields – Free! 
Ages 11–18, Tuesday Evenings 7 – 8.30pm
Email: project82@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk 
Twitter: @Project_82 
82 Wick Street, Wick, Littlehampton, BN17 7JS 
Tel: 01903 739250

Stage by the Sea is just the ticket
The Stage by the Sea is an ideal venue for small and 
intimate events, providing a much needed free to 
use performance area for the community. Unique 
and stylish, and comfortably accommodating up to 
25 seated musicians, bookings to use the stage can 
be made online via www.arun.gov.uk/events

Discover what’s on at Southfields 
Jubilee Centre
From dance and sports to clothes sales and social 
clubs, for full details of what’s on when, 
visit www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

BBQ Units
Located in the West Green picnic area on the 
seafront, handy BBQ units are available free of 
charge to those for whom to grill is a thrill! The 
equipment offers users a safe stand to place 
disposable BBQ trays, as well as a fire retardant bin 
to dispose of the tray after use.

Museum Gift Shop
As well as being a lively family-friendly museum 
located in the heart of the town, Littlehampton 
Museum also sells some superb local books. 
Spanning the Town’s rich history through to cookery 
books, there is also a small but enticing and unusual 
collection of gifts and jewellery available. To mark the 
Centenary of the First World War Alan Simmonds’ 
book ‘Small Town, Great War’ is on sale, as well as 
WWI replica memorabilia packs. And don’t forget 
that admission to the Museum and shop is free!
Littlehampton Museum is located at the Manor 
House, Church Street.

July

June
Sandcastle Competition 
with Spirit FM
Monday 4th by the Stage by the Sea 
Registrations from 11am, Competition 12-1pm
Traditional seaside event for 3 – 18 year olds. Free 
entry, prizes include Harbour Park ride tickets and 
money off vouchers for some of the best local 
attractions.

Get Crafty 2! 1803 - 1815 
Thursday 14th 1- 4pm, at Littlehampton 
Museum
Find out how the English defeated the French at 
Waterloo. Booking essential – contact the Museum 
Team on 01903 738100 from the 1st July.

Get Crafty 3! 1914 – 1918
Thursday 28th 1-4pm, at Littlehampton 
Museum
Discover what life was like in the trenches of WWI. 
Booking essential – contact the Museum Team on 
01903 738100 from the 1st July.

SPACE
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd August
A weeklong festival of free sports and arts sessions 
for 8-14 year olds living in the BN17 post code area. 
Lots on offer, including tennis, badminton, football and 
art sessions. Booking essential – contact the Events 
Team on 01903 732063 from 1st July.

Screen on the Green
Saturday 16th August 6.30pm onwards, East 
Green
Join us for a fun summer’s eve in the company of Pink 
Ladies and the T-birds as ‘Grease’ hits the big screen. 
Fancy dress competition! Owners of American cars are 
invited to bring their vehicles for a static display.

August

Town Show & Family Fun Day
Saturday 13th 12 – 5pm, at Rosemead Park, 
off Fitzalan Road
‘The Nuts’, supported by Emily Johnston, a local 
resident with velvety vocals, will provide the musical 
backdrop on the stage sponsored by the Arun View 
Inn. Plus bingo, a pet farm, pet show, climbing wall, 
the horticultural and craft show, over 50 stalls and 
much much more!
Contact LTC for information on attractive and 
competitive sponsorship packages for this event.

September

Wick Week
Peace in the Park: Saturday 26th 
Heo Green 10am onwards 
Monday 28th July – Saturday 2nd 
August
Wick’s Got Talent competition, Soccer School, 
Bingo, archery, Family Film Night and much more, 
entertainment is guaranteed at this community festival! 
Full programme available from www.wickweek.org

www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc
Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council:
email ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk  telephone 01903 732063 
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Littlehampton Town Council has won its battle to 
save the No.12 Bus Service from being axed – for 
the next year at least.
Running a regular weekday service, The Town 
Bus (as the No. 12 is known locally) was due to 
be removed from timetables at the end of March. 
Having been in operation for the last five years the 
service, funded by the Town Council and money 
provided by Tesco following their expansion of the 
superstore at Broadpiece, enables townspeople 
to get around the Town to shops, amenities 
and neighbouring areas, including  Rustington 
Sainsbury’s and the Littlehampton Tesco store.
Over the past two years the Town Council has 
been in discussions with West Sussex County 
Council, hoping to retain the service beyond the 
2014 deadline. Having provided additional funding 
as a Town Council, and with contributions from 
Rustington Parish Council and the new Morrisons 
supermarket in Wick, the No. 12 will keep its wheels 
turning for another twelve months.  
A collective cheer greeted the news, with Chair of 
the Planning & Transportation Committee, Town 
Mayor Councillor Jill Long saying: “My colleagues 
and I are delighted that the Town Council and 
partners have found a way to extend the service for 
another year. The Town Bus is an essential part of 
our community infrastructure and it would be sad to 
see it go.”

Could your garden or allotment be the pick of 
the bunch? If you think it could, then there’s still 
time (just!) to enter or to nominate a garden for 
the Littlehampton Town Council Gardens and 
Allotments Competition 2014 in partnership with 
Ferring Nurseries. 
Aiming to promote civic pride and recognise the 
achievements of local gardeners, even children 
are encouraged to participate by taking part in 
the ‘Grow the Tallest Sunflower’ challenge. And if 
you’re not a green-fingered talent yourself, why not 
nominate someone who is? 

Details of all Council Meetings can be found online at 
www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk/meetings Come along and have your say!
The Town Council’s Annual Report has now been published and is available to 
read online at www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk With thanks to Chranen Photography www.chranen.com 

and Mike Northeast for photographs used in this edition.
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There’s lots of fascinating facts about 
Littlehampton during D-Day. 
For instance, did you know that…

•  In the run up to D-Day, Littlehampton residents 
were still thinking of others, despite having to 
live through heavy air raids. ‘Aid to China’ week 
ran from the 11th March 1944, beginning with a 
Flag Day and dance at the Badminton Club. The 
townspeople raised £107. 14s. 5d, which was 
sent to the women and children of China who 
had ‘suffered over six years of War, draining the 
resources of China to the limit’.

•  Invasion barges were moored along the south 
coast in readiness for the D-Day invasion, but 
they were sunk by day in order to prevent German 
reconnaissance planes spotting them. They were 
raised to the surface by night in readiness for the 
‘grand adventure’.

•  In 1944 David Hillyard, the head of the Hillyard 
Firm on the West Bank, was awarded an MBE 
for his work for the Admiralty. Hillyard’s company 
produced Air Sea Rescue launches, 72 ft motor 
launches and landing craft of all sizes, as well as 
25 ft motor cutters and 16ft motor dinghies used in 
Navy survey work.

•  After D-Day, 22 landing craft were brought in to 
be repaired at Osborne’s boatyard, on the West 
Bank, the tonnage totalling 7,700.

Council meetings and reports

Get a Blooming 
Move on!

Entry is free and is open to those residing within the 
BN17 postal code. Entry forms are available from 
the LTC offices at the Manor House and Ferring 
Nurseries, or online at: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk 
The closing date for entries is Friday 27th June.

Two groups were honoured at LTC’s Annual Merit 
Awards in April. 
Acknowledged for their outstanding contributions 
to Littlehampton, the two Group Merit Awards were 
bestowed upon the Littlehampton Twinning Association 
and the team behind the Littlehampton Carnival. 
Recognised for their dedication and success in 
forging strong relations between our Town and 
our European Neighbours, Littlehampton Twinning 
Association works tirelessly to raise funds; 
supporting trips to Chennevieres sur Marne in 
France and Durmersheim in Germany, as well as 
reciprocal entertainment for our foreign friends when 
they visit Littlehampton.
Host families have helped nurture the bonds 
between the three nations, and their work with 
local sports groups to organise football and 
badminton matches between the Twinned Towns 
has also helped to foster friendship through shared 
recreational activities. 
For 40 years the Littlehampton Carnival has 
delivered a stonking annual event, with president 
of the Carnival Association, Freda Hughes, having 

D-Day facts

With its shipbuilding industry, access to the River 
Arun and nearby Poling Radar Station and Ford 
Airfield, Littlehampton was a prime target for 
invasion during WWII. 
Our Town certainly suffered its fair share of air raids, 
with some two dozen recorded, as well as over one-
thousand air raid alerts. This was only a couple of 
hundred less than London. 

  Littlehampton Carnival Association

  Littlehampton Twinning Association

Bomb damage in Pier Road
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By the Spring of 1944 Littlehampton was braced 
for the D-Day invasion, but with the beaches 
mined and barbed wire denying access to all but 
the foolhardy, getting so much as a glimpse of the 
preparations was almost impossible. However, a 
few local lads were lucky enough to sneak a peek 
at the practice landings for Operation Overlord on 
Clymping Beach; a rehearsal allegedly watched 
by Churchill himself. 
Its seaside location has always made 
Littlehampton popular with visitors, but during 
WWII the Town was full to bursting point – 
but with troops rather than holiday makers. 

Hundreds of residents took troops into their homes, 
with members of the infamous 30 Assault Unit, 
Bond author Ian Fleming’s secret intelligence 
Marines, among the lodgers. 
Overnight on the 5/6th June troops began to take 
up their disembarkation points. The mood was 
electric and the deafening drone of the British 
planes taking off through the night and into the 
dawn is a sound that those who heard it have never 
forgotten. D-Day was finally here and our Town was 
ready for it. •

Memories of D-Day

been at the helm for most of that time. Supported 
by a dedicated and enthusiastic committee, the 
group also supports many local events with the 
Carnival Queen, Princesses and Flower Girls, 
as well as Hampton the Hedgehog, actively 
participating in a range of local activities.

Gongs for groups at 
annual Merit Awards

LTC keeps the wheels on the 
Town Bus turning for another year


