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Dear friends, the summer
has been full of wonderful
events, with our town’s
beaches and green
spaces hosting some
amazing spectacles.
These included our
Armed Forces Day and
I would like to say a big
thank you to all those who
worked so tirelessly to
make the day such a
success.

I hope to see you at Southfields Community
Centre on Saturday 7 September when the
Hearing Dogs Display team and I will be hosting a
Coffee Morning. I will also be at our wonderful
Town Show & Family Fun Day at Rosemead
Saturday 14 September where I will have my
Mayor’s stall. You can buy my homemade jams and
cakes - I have it on good authority that they are
pretty good! Similarly, I will be running an Edible
Gifts for Christmas workshop at Southfields on
Wednesday 20 November in the evening. Look out
for posters and book through the Town Council.

Most importantly of all, on Saturday 5 October
marks an incredibly special occasion: the
bestowing of the Freedom of the Town.
Read all about it in this issue of Progress.
With warm regards, Joyce (Cllr Joyce Bowyer)

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council:
visit www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk email ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone 01903 732063www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc

Town Celebrates Special ‘Bond’ SEE
INSIDE

Freedom
of the Town

GOLD WINNERSBLUE FLAG BEACH

A VERY SPECIAL
CEREMONY
is set to take place in
Littlehampton on 5th
October. Granting the
Freedom of the Town to
the 30 Commando Unit IX
Group Royal Marines,
Littlehampton Town Council
is delighted to acknowledge
the extraordinary work of
this special Unit, which has
links to James Bond!

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2



Freedom of the Town to
Celebrate Special ‘Bond’
WORTHY OF RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION
the association between Littlehampton and the Royal Marines dates back
almost 70 years.

In 1944 Littlehampton became the base for the 30 Assault Unit. James Bond author Ian Fleming joined the Royal Navy for the War’s duration and was the senior CO for the
Unit, which was sometimes referred to as ‘Fleming’s private navy’ or ‘Fleming’s Red Indians’.

For a few months before the D-Day landings the 30AU troops lived and trained in Littlehampton. A headquarters was set up in St. Augustine’s Road and a small naval
section was located nearby. The Beach Hotel and the dance Pavilion also were taken over. An Intelligence Assault Force, officially the Unit did not exist. Those involved were
sworn to secrecy – a pledge that many kept their whole lives – and even today much of the Unit’s work remains a mystery. We do, however, know that they saw action,
including vital pre-D-Day reconnaissance forays to the French coast.

In 2010, a Devon-based Royal Marine Unit was renamed after the 30AU to better reflect its role and continue the former Unit’s legacy. It is to this modern day Unit that the
Freedom of Littlehampton is being granted.

Deciding that giving the Unit the Freedom of the
Town would be an honourable salute to the bond
shared by townspeople and the Unit, the Ceremony
Event will formally mark the occasion. There will also
be a parade through the town led by the Band of
HM Royal Marines, Portsmouth.

More details, including historic pictures and
information, will be available soon at
www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk �

Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council:
visit www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk email ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone 01903 732063www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc
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SEEN AS ANOTHER ATTACK ON THE LITTLEHAMPTON way of life is the
current proposal to shut the Crown Post Office in The Arcade and relocate it into
an existing (as yet unspecified) retail unit elsewhere in the town.

Explaining that in its full form and in its current location the Post Office is both a
draw to the town and a community hub, Councillor Mike Northeast told Progress:
“Like a doctor’s surgery, almost everyone uses the Post Office. But don’t be hood-
winked into believing that if it goes in somewhere as a franchise that all services
will be retained – they won’t. And a franchisee in another outlet will surely make
their own business their priority. Small towns like ours need
anchor stores and services to generate footfall and to help smaller businesses to
flourish. Remove these anchors and everyone suffers.”

Sadly, however, at the time of going to press, Progress understands that the
Town’s representations and appeals to date have fallen on deaf ears.

Disappointingly, a Post Office spokesperson has informed LTC that: “Whilst it is
not possible to be specific about precise timescales, I am now able to give you an
indication of when, all being well and subject to consultation, we expect to be in a
position to convert Littlehampton branch to a retail partner. We believe this will
happen in the present financial year.”

The spokesperson went on to say: “when we can confirm the preferred partner,
and more specific timescales, we will share these details with you after our Crown
colleagues have been informed.”

In response to the Post Office news, Town Mayor Councillor Joyce Bowyer said: “I
am disappointed that the Post Office has so far not listened to the concerns raised
by the Council and I find it very unfair that they have made decisions about this
vital service without consulting with the public.”

However, Mike says there might still be a chance when they do go out to public
consultation which makes the campaign to preserve our Crown Post Office in the
Arcade even more important. Here is what you can do to back it:

� Write to your MP, Councillors, local press and to Post Office CEO Paula
Vennells (148 Old Street, London, EC1V 9HQ), protesting against the
proposal to close the Post Office in The Arcade.

� Sign the petition. Still available in local shops, you can also find further
information on the Save Littlehampton Post Office facebook page. �

LTCWAS QUICK TO RESPOND TO A SITUATION
that saw approximately fifty travellers, including twenty-three vehicles, forcing
their way onto the Rosemead site and setting up camp on 30 July.
Having entered via the public footpath at the Western boundary of the park, Town
Council Officers were swift to enlist the help of the District Council’s Legal Team.
Officers lost no time in following the required procedures to enable the Council to
apply for a Court Order requesting a hearing for eviction.
The travellers vacated the site within 24-hours of being served copies of the
Court Order, meaning that the hearing scheduled for the 7 August was no
longer required.
Throughout the five days that the site was occupied LTC’s Amenity Team
endeavoured to maintain both cleanliness and safety on the site. The District
Council’s cleansing contractors were also employed for the main clean-up
operation, including the playground, ensuring that the space was completely
accessible to the general public at the earliest possible opportunity.
Additional preventative measures have now been installed to reduce the risk of
illegal occupation of the site by travellers in the future. These include bollards
installed by the Amenity Team on the edge of the field near the youth shelter and
additional metal fencing at the roadside in Fitzalan Road. This has been
installed by West Sussex County Council contractors and paid for by the Town
Council.
Confirming that they will look to work with Arun District Council to push for new
legislation to be implemented, LTC is confident that the experience has left them
wiser to the most effective course of action regarding the safeguarding of
public property in the future. �

Post Office
Relocation Update

LTC Quick to Move
Travellers
from Rosemead

PICTURED (right): X Troop in Littlehampton 1944
It is for the heroism of the 30 Assault Unit during WWII
that the new Unit is receiving the Freedom of the Town.



John Joins the Town Centre Team
LITTLEHAMPTON’S RECENTLY APPOINTED Town Centre Regeneration
Officer John Edjvet reckons that he’s starting out from a solid base.

Working in partnership with local traders and supported by Arun District and
Littlehampton Town Councils, John says that he is joining a team that has already
made a significant contribution to enhancing the Town Centre.

“I’m working with some pretty dynamic partners who have really driven the
momentum for change and development,” says John, who gives logistics
support to the businesses who lead the Town’s Traders Partnership. “They have
businesses to run but I am freer to carry out work such as advertising and promotional
campaigns and generally implement the action plans that come out of our regular
meetings.”

Currently working on a range of initiatives to encourage both investment and footfall in
the town, it is, says John, the efforts of the team prior to his arrival that saw a
reduction in the empty units in the Town Centre. “But we mustn’t become
complacent,” he cautions. “The businesses are successful because they really serve
the community.”

Also focusing on Christmas promotions, other plans in development
include new signage (scheduled for the New Year), a Town Centre map
that focusses on local shops and businesses and a shopping and
eating guide. Coming soon also will be a monthly Saturday food and
craft market, which John hopes will continue to highlight Littlehampton
as a must-visit destination.

Explaining that he views the wider Town Centre partnership as including
local people, John is highly impressed by the enthusiasm and dedication of some
residents. “The commitment of those who give their time and so much energy as
volunteers to things like the Carnival, Bonfire celebrations and Armed Forces Day is
really remarkable. You can’t buy that. Ultimately we are all working together to the
betterment of our town.”

To contact John please call 01903 737856 or email him at john.edjvet@arun.gov.uk �

Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council:
visit www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk email ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone 01903 732063www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc

Money for Old Rope

IN THE PROCESS OF PURCHASING
the old Arun Housing Offices building in
Church Street from Arun District Council,
in early August LTC embarked on a
four-stage demolition process entailing the
re-routing of gas supply, demolition of the
building, making good the Manor House
and landscaping. The making good is due
for completion by the end of September,
with landscaping taking place over
Autumn; a necessary process as LTC will
not be building anything on the plot for at
least two to three years.

With the eventual building of a new
community centre facility scheduled (to be
realised once funding is released by
developers involved in the regeneration at
North Littlehampton), the site is set for a
new lease of life.

Chair of the Council’s Property &
Personnel Committee, Councillor David
Britton said: “It is really pleasing to lose
this eyesore from the Town Centre. We
look forward to a high quality community
facility that many groups will be able to
take advantage of and in turn benefit our
Town immensely.” �

“Ultimately we are all
working together...”

LED BY ITS RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION, Rope Walk is now a picturesque success story.
Formed initially as a community team focussed on tackling anti-social behaviour issues on their
patch, Rope Walk Residents’ Association campaigned so effectively that they are now actively
involved in making environmental changes to their neighbourhood, speaking about the
enhancements Secretary of the Association, Councillor Ian Buckland said: “The Residents’
Association is thrilled to have been able to make a positive contribution to the West Bank
gateway. Brightening up the area to the benefit of residents and visitors alike is a fantastic
achievement for our efforts. We are already working on the next project for the area.”
The Group’s first major triumph was the installation of a boat planter part funded by the River
Ward Panel, an independent group responsible for overseeing the distribution of allocated
funding from the Community Development Foundation.
Councillor Malcolm Belchamber MBE sits on the River Ward Panel and he said: “The River Ward
Panel still has funding to allocate. Any group that operates and serves River Ward is welcome to
apply at riverwardpanel1.com/applications/”
LTC has since added to the enhancements by overseeing the demolition of tired-looking
shelters near the footbridge, as well as installing new seating on both sides of the river. �

Demolition
TOMAKE WAY FOR NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE

Neighbourhood
Plan Update

Steering Group led by Councillor Jill Long. The proposed amendments to the Plan will
be discussed at the next Steering Group meeting on Thursday 12th September
at 5.30pm in the Millennium Chamber. This will be a public meeting.

However, as this copy of Progress is being delivered throughout September, some of you
may not receive your copy until after the meeting, but we hope that your views will have
been considered through the many representations that have been sent to us.

To view all of the representations on the Neighbourhood Plan and the recommendations
for amendments please go to www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplan �

FOLLOWING A RECENT 6 WEEK
STATUTORY CONSULTATION
on the Pre-Submission Neighbourhood Plan,
residents and organisations let us know what
they felt was good about the Plan and what
they felt needed to be changed. All of these
representations have been considered by the
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Q
QUALITY
TOWN

COUNCIL

Come along and have your say at a
COUNCIL MEETING. Dates and times are
listed at www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
pictured: the Manor House

September
I am qualified to…
navigate and watch-keep
Royal Navy ships up to frigate size.
I am also a qualified Royal Navy diver.
At school excelled at… Latin, Greek and history.
I am superstitious about… nothing!
As a child I wanted to be…
a doctor, or failing that a diplomat.
My signature dish is… a large family barbecue.
My fantasy dinner guests are…
Nelson Mandela, Dame Kiri Te Kanawa,
Shirley Williams and Bill Clinton.
I last cried… when our dog was run over last year.
I am utterly useless at… home plumbing.
I am especially proud of… being Knighted by the
Queen in the Order of St John.
My guilty pleasure is…
attending as much opera as possible.
I think my strengths as a Councillor are…
listening to people, speaking up for them, and
seeing campaigns or projects through. �

Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council:
visit www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk email ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone 01903 732063www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc

THE CHANCE TO QUITE LITERALLY raise their game
is once again being given to Littlehampton’s sportspeople.

Thanks to the Town Council, who together with the
Littlehampton Sports Forum, assist people who are able to
achieve sporting excellence, the deadline for applications
for the Financial Awards is 29 November 2013.

Open to the Town’s talented sportsmen and women
already at county level (but there is no age restriction),
those whose skill would benefit from additional funding
are urged to apply.

With the aim of developing potential and enabling people
to progress further in their chosen sport, grants can be
used to help towards training, competition fees, transport,
accommodation and equipment.

Awards of up to £1,000 will be available to each recipient,
but applications should be made for as little as needed to
allow the fund to benefit as many people as possible.

Applications can be made online from 1st October at
www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk Application forms are also
available from the Town Council offices in Church Street. �

Not a lot of people
know that…

Supporting Sporting

Feel Involved. Be involved.

PROGRESS GETS UP CLOSE &
PERSONAL WITH COUNCILLOR
DR JAMES WALSH KStJ

Excellence

LITTLEHAMPTON TOWN SHOW
AND FAMILY FUN DAY
ROSEMEAD OPEN SPACE
14th September 12 to 5pm
A day of celebration with live performances, a
horticultural show, community stalls, children’s
activities, a pet farm and much more. And the
icing on an already rich cake... a world class
Tribute Show!

FAMILY HISTORY: ASK THE EXPERTS
21st September 10.30am to 4.30pm
at Littlehampton Museum
Drop in to ask the experts about your ancestors.
Sussex Family History Group is back for a
second year to help you with all your
genealogy questions.

OPEN ART EXHIBITION
14th September to 1st November
at Littlehampton Museum
2013 sees the return of Littlehampton Museum’s
OPEN exhibition. Following on from the huge
success of the first OPEN in 2012, this year’s
display promises to be bigger and better, with
both the Hearne and Community Galleries
being devoted to the show, this time based
on the theme ‘HARVEST’.

ADULT ART CLASSES
STILL LIFE: Saturday 28th September
LANDSCAPE: Saturday 12th October
Inspired by the 2013 OPEN the Museum team
will host two pastel workshops, both based on
our Harvest theme. The classes will be run by
professional artist Cat McLelland. Places must
be booked on 01903 738100.

Events&Dates
for your diary

LITTLEHAMPTON BONFIRE
SOCIETY CELEBRATIONS 26th October
One of the largest and most spectacular Bonfire
celebrations in the South, watch the procession of torch
carriers and illuminated floats, and then make your way to
the seafront for the huge bonfire and fantastic firework
display. Check www.littlehamptonbonfire.org.uk
for more details.

PUMPKIN CARVING
29th October 11am-12.30pm & 31st October 2-3.30pm
Children over 5 and their parents can join Museum staff
this half term for some seasonal pumpkin carving.
Places must be booked on 01903 738100.

October

Offering friendship, fun, activities, advice
and support, P82 has plenty for young
people in Littlehampton. Come and see
us soon! Your first session is FREE!

YOUTH CLUB Evening Sessions 50p
INTERS (age 10-13) Mons & Tues 6pm to 8pm
SENIORS (age 14-18) Weds & Thurs 7pm to 9pm
INFORMATION SHOP Afternoon Session Free!
(age 10-25) 3.30pm to 5.30pm

Contact P82: email project82@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
tweet @Project_82 call 01903 739250

Project 82 Wick Street, Wick, Littlehampton BN17 7JS

SOUTHFIELDS JUBILEE CENTRE
From dance and sports to clothes sales and social
clubs, discover what’s on at www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

PROJECT 82 @ SOUTHFIELDS FREE
(age 11-18) Tuesday Evenings 7pm to 9pm

MUSEUM AND GIFTS!
As well as being a lively
family-friendly museum located in the heart of the
town, Littlehampton Museum also sell books and
gifts - books about the Town’s rich history, along
with a selection of enticing and unusual gifts and
jewellery. They will be perfect stocking fillers –
shop local this Christmas! Admission to the
Museum and shop is free!

Southfields

Museum

Project 82

CHRISTMAS CAPERS 7th December 2 to 4pm at Littlehampton Museum
Make beautiful Christmas Cards and dazzling decorations to give to loved ones this
festive season at Littlehampton Museum.

THE CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION’S CHRISTMAS FUN DAY 14th December
Littlehampton High Street will be transformed into a Winter Wonderland with an array of
stalls, children’s rides and a chance to meet Father Christmas in his Grotto.

WICKMAS. WICK HALL 14th December
Wick Trader’s Association brings festive entertainment for the whole family, including gift
stalls and games. For more details call Wick Information Centre on 01903 734759.

Look out for the LITTLEHAMPTON CHRISTMAS GUIDE for more details on festive
events! More details on all events at www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

November
THE JOYS OF NATURE
6th November to 23rd December
at Littlehampton Museum
Littlehampton artist Greta Marriott fills

the Community Gallery with her beautiful watercolour
paintings of nature. Sales proceeds will go to the Chestnut
Tree House Childrens’ Hospice.

MISSION: ANYTHING’S POSSIBLE
9th November to 23rd December
Adorning the Museum galleries, enjoy a fascinating and
inspiring display of work from the Littlehampton & District
Camera Club’s 2012/13 competition season.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON
& LATE NIGHT SHOPPING 29th November
Join LTC in the High Street as we kick-start the festive
season with our annual light switch on. The High Street
will be buzzing with activities, choirs and outdoor stalls.December

Events&Dates
for your diary


